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for several years with E. W. Birch. Prior to taking on 
the role, he already had experience as an advertising 
consultant in the jewellers’ industry. He founded several 
trade publications: in 1926 he created NAG Press Ltd to 
publish Goldsmiths’ Journal for the goldsmith industry and 
later, in 1931, he created The Gemmologist, thus coining 
this particular term.

He later came to focus more on the horological side 
of the sector. In 1928 he founded the Practical Watch and 
Clock Maker and then a quarterly called the British Clock 
Manufacturer, which soon became known for being the 
main source of information for a Parliamentary debate 
about the horology industry. Industrial Diamond Review 
followed in 1940. 

His relationship with the BHI began at the end of 
1938, while the HJ was being edited by E. W. Birch. 
The HJ’s contract with the printers had ended and the 
printers did not wish to renew it. The BHI approached 
Tremayne to see if he might incorporate the successful 
Watch and Clock Maker into the HJ, and edit and publish 
the new amalgamated journal. The process was smooth 
and the new HJ was first published in May 1939. As his 
obituary in the HJ stated: ‘His death will be mourned by 
many but his inf luence will linger for many years.’ 

Nothing can run for 160 years without incident, of 
course. In 1865, rumour had it that the printers had 
created a shortfall of 18,000 copies, leaving the BHI in 
debt. In 1872, frustrated by the number of people who 
were buying the HJ but not joining or supporting the 
BHI, the Editor threatened to resign immediately ‘unless 
in the meantime the Institute receives such an amount 

When James Breese sat down at his writing desk in 1858 
to produce the first Horological Journal, he could not have 
known what he was starting. Certainly, as the HJ’s first 
Editor (and Secretary of the new BHI), he made the 
f ledgling publication’s intentions very clear in its first 
issue. But did he imagine that it would be published 
every single month, without fail, for the next 160 years? 
That it would become the longest continuously published 
technical journal in the UK and, most probably, the 
world?

The very first issue reports how it all began. A number 
of watch trade professionals gathered on 16 February 
1858 to form a Preliminary Committee for the creation 
of a British Horological Institute. Shortly afterwards, at 
a public meeting in Pentonville on 15 June, the BHI was 
officially established. In September, the first Horological 
Journal appeared.

It was humble in appearance, but lofty in its ambitions. 
It hoped to be a ‘healthy stimulant’ to horologists, an 
‘arena…for disputed points’ and a way of bringing 
professionals ‘into more frequent contact, and the 
inventors into more intimate relation with those most 
capable of usefully employing their discoveries’. In the 
interests of accessibility, too, it was declared to be sold ‘at 
a price without profit’.

A message to readers acknowledged the HJ’s founders’ 
‘temerity’ in their haste to begin the publication. ‘Most 
happy should we have been to see the work in abler and 
better hands,’ they wrote. ‘In the absence, however, of any 
medium of communication between the various branches 
of the Watch, Clock and Chronometer Trade…we have 
presumed to fill a gap which no one else seemed disposed 
to enter.’

Breese was a salaried editor, but many of those who 
came after him were ‘honorary’. Duplex and horizontal 
escapement maker Theodore Gordon was followed 
by meteorologist R. Strachan, whose 12 years in post 
were only brief ly interrupted at one point circa 1861 by  
W. Hislop, the first BHI Chairman. George Mayes 
succeeded Strachan for one year, and then F. J. Britten 
took the role in 1874 – the longest serving Editor so far 
with 33 years in post. Next in line was James Savidge 
for over 20 years, then F. W. Tournay for one year.  
He was succeeded by J. F. Cole from 1929 to 1934, and  
then E. W. Birch.

One of the most eminent Editors was Arthur 
Tremayne, who held the post individually from 1945 
until his death in March 1954, having initially co-edited 

Arthur Tremayne working at his desk.
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of support from the horological trades and the public as 
will justify his continuing his time and attention to the 
Journal.’ This may or may not have been a bluff, but 
either way, it did the trick. 

More recently, there was the Saving Time Project, 
which ended in 2016 when the idea of converting the 
Upton Hall stables into a horological centre proved to 
be infeasible. But with its natural resilience, the BHI 
continued on together with the HJ. Indeed, the Financial 
Report for 2017 showed it to be one of the BHI’s most 
successful years of recent times, with a £95,000 surplus 
and increases in income from courses and membership. 
Advertising in the HJ rose from £10,900 to £11,600. 
Operations Manager Brian Noble called it ‘a sound start 
that gives us the opportunity to build for the future.’ 
Similar praises were made in 1860, when the BHI Annual 
General Meeting said that the HJ ‘continues to make 
substantial financial progress’. By 1861 it had become 
‘thoroughly financially remunerative’. 

It has certainly changed its style over the years. The 
very first issue was closer to a small booklet, merely 
16 pages long. Time passed, publishing and printing 
technology developed, fashions changed, and the Journal 
went through several transformations. 

Under Editor Jayne Hall, it became a 48 page, full 
colour publication. ‘My predecessor Tim Treffry did  a 
superb job and was a huge support to me,’  she recalled.  
‘Hot from being a newspaper journalist, I threw in lots 
of colour, tinted boxes, fancy typefaces etc – it did not 
go down well! I soon learned what the readership liked. 
I did everything: the design, page planning, editing, 
photography and selling adverts. It was a very busy, 
but very worthwhile, job.’ To assist Jayne, the HJ also 
appointed its first Technical Editor, Justin Koullapis 
Hon MBHI. He was a BHI employee for five years and 
since then the role has been pro bono. In 2018, Colin 
Fergusson MBHI became the first Assistant Technical 
Editor. Under her editorship, the current format was first 
seen on the front cover for July 2013, as designed by Peter 
Ling. During 2014, the interior pages were developed 
towards the clear and distinctive style that remains today. 

Jayne, who now edits TimePiece for the British Watch 
& Clockmakers’ Guild, added: ‘I really enjoyed my time 
at the HJ – the people, the place, the work. It was all so 
absorbing and engaging. I have made many new, lifelong 
friends.’ She described her predecessor Timothy Treffry 
Hon FBHI as being of ‘huge support’, both then and now.

‘It was a great privilege to be part of the BHI’s rich 
story, which included the 150th celebrations,’ she said. 
‘Congratulations to all on the 160th and long may the 
BHI continue to f lourish.’

Jayne was followed by Eve Makepeace, who believes 

HJ EDITORS 1858–2018 

James Breese  ...........................1858–Unknown
Theodore Gordon  ................. Unknown–c. 1861
R. Strachan  ................................ c.1861–1873  
(including brief stint by W. Hislop around 1861)
George Mayes ................................ 1873–1874
F. J. Britten .................................. 1874–1907
James Savidge ............................... 1907–1928 
F. W. Tournay  ............................. 1928–1929
J. F. Cole  ..................................... 1929–1934
E. W. Birch  ................................. 1934–1939
E. W. Birch/Arthur Tremayne  ....... 1939–1945
Arthur Tremayne  ........................... 1945–1954
Eric M. Bruton  ............................ 1954–1964
Paul Foulkes  ................................. 1964–1966
David Mason  ............................... 1966–1970
Norman Stuckey  ............................ 1970–1980
Leslie Allen ................................... 1981–1987
John Richard  ................................ 1987–1988
Allan Davies  ................................ 1988–1989
Timothy Treffry  ............................ 1989–2006
Jayne Hall  ................................... 2006–2015
Eve Makepeace  ............................. 2015–2018
Rachel Reeves  ............................... 2018–present

that the ‘enthusiasm and effort of its readers and 
contributors’ have been key to the HJ’s longevity. ‘They 
are precise in their thoughts and interactions, they expect 
the highest quality of publication and are very vocal 
about current affairs within the industry and at the BHI,’ 
she said.

The very first HJ stated that, as a proper record of 
the ‘honour of invention’, it would ‘prevent the formation 
of many a soured temper and misanthropic disposition’. 
There have inevitably been robust discussions, both 
within the HJ’s pages and surrounding the issues of its 
production. Such exchanges, however, are vital for a 
publication that exists to share and advance knowledge. 
They are also necessary to keep it evolving so that it can 
run without fail for 160 years, and still show no signs of 
stopping.

Happy birthday, HJ. Here’s to the next 160.
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Roger Smith
‘160 years marks another notable anniversary for the 

Horological Journal which, having been published every month 
without fail since September 1858, has been the horologist’s 

exemplar... a remarkably reliable keeper of time!’

Antiquarian Horological Society
Dr jaMEs nyE, chaIrMan

‘The AHS offers sincere congratulations to their colleagues in the 
BHI on the occasion of the 160th anniversary of the Horological 

Journal. We are delighted that the AHS and BHI have been 
able to co-operate towards digital access to historic editions of the 
Horological Journal for members of both organisations, and we 
wish the BHI Council and the journal editor all the very best as 

they embark on the next 160 years of the journal’s life.’

Worshipful Company of Clockmakers
‘The Worshipful Company of Clockmakers offers its 

congratulations to the BHI on the occasion of the 160th 
anniversary of the Horological Journal. 

‘The Horological Journal has kept clock and watchmakers 
informed and in touch since 1858, providing an important record 
of the industry's activities since that time and a commentary on, 

and discussion forum for, modern day horologists. We congratulate 
the Journal’s editors, past and present, as well as all those  
who continue to be involved in its publication, not least its  

current contributors.
‘We look forward to many further editions of the Journal  

and the part it plays in educating and informing the  
practitioners of, and enthusiasts in, our trade.’

In-Time
BrIan jonEs, ManagIng DIrEctor

‘Congratulations to the Horological Journal for 160 years  
of support, training and direction to the watch and  

clock making industry. We wish you many more years of 
publication.  All the very best from In-Time Watch Services Ltd.’

Bremont
‘Huge congratulations from all of us at Bremont on this incredible 

milestone anniversary. The Horological Journal continues  
to be a great source of information and education for all those  
with an interest in the industry and we hope it will continue  

for many years to come.’

George Daniels Educational Trust
‘The Trustees of the George Daniels Trust congratulate the BHI 

on the occasion of the 160th anniversary of the Horological 
Journal. It is a great achievement for the journal to have a 
continuous and unbroken record of publication and one that 
represents such a wide spectrum of horology and horologists.  

The Trustees are particularly pleased that the Journal is seen  
by students and apprentices of horology as a means to further their 
interest and career in clock and watchmaking. The Trustees thank 

those at the BHI and editors of the Journal, past and present,  
for their hard work in maintaining the record of the last 160 years. 

Long may this continue.’

West Dean College of Arts and Conservation
‘Many congratulations to our friends at the BHI as they celebrate 
160 years of the Horological Journal, as relevant today in the 

vibrant world of horology as it has ever been. We support and 
share the BHI’s commitment to the future of horology as we train 
the clockmakers of tomorrow, and the conservators who look after 

the clocks of past decades and centuries.’

Patek Philippe UK
MarK hEarn, ManagIng DIrEctor

‘As one of the key publications in our field, it is fantastic that 
the Horological Journal  is celebrating its 160th anniversary. 
This is such an amazing milestone. Like Patek Philippe, the HJ 
is celebrating uninterrupted activities since it was created in 1858 

and it is a great achievement for a team who have worked hard 
to ensure that technical information is shared in a very competent 
way. I do hope that you will celebrate many more years to come 

and keep bringing interesting, relevant and educational content to 
all of us who have a real passion for horology and watchmaking.’

Jeremy Hobbins FBHI
DEputy hEaD, BIrMInghaM cIty school of jEwEllEry

‘The Birmingham City University School of Jewellery has been 
teaching Horology for over 100 years, having evolved from City 
and Guilds qualifications, through the BHI’s own syllabus, to 
our own Higher National Diploma and more recently the first 
BA in the subject. We have long valued the contribution that 

the HJ makes in providing a vehicle to both discuss and inform 
on the established and the new in the world of horology, there 
is a great benefit in sharing information and the HJ is a great 

source for students and professionals alike. Long may it continue 
and congratulations to all the editorial staff past and present for 

maintaining this wonderful publication.’  
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Dr John C Taylor OBE
InvEntor, horologIst anD rEcIpIEnt of thE harrIson 
MEDal By thE worshIpful coMpany of clocKMaKErs

‘The British Horological Institute continues to champion new 
clock and watch making, as well as the constant good maintenance 
of our rich horological history, during a period that has seen great 

change. With the advent of the almost universal usage of the mobile 
phone, many young people don’t wear watches any longer. Clocks 
aren’t needed in the kitchen as the time is displayed on so many 
appliances. The institute must be commended and supported  

for continuing to keep a firm foothold for horology in  
challenging times.’

Robert Loomes FBHI
‘The HJ has taught and guided me in my chosen profession  
for 25 years. Some of the regular contributors feel like old  

friends, even if we have never in fact met.
‘In business, I have had the pleasure of helping numerous people 
through their MBHI examinations, and seeing them go on to set 
up their own successful businesses, both in Britain and overseas. 
None could do it easily without the Journal to help them along. 
‘The HJ offers an unrivalled body of expertise and allows the 

inexperienced (and the experienced) an opportunity to read up on 
and see pictures of practical solutions to fiddly problems.  

It is interesting to look back through old copies and see the same 
questions crop up, decade after decade.

‘The HJ offers a depth of content greater than any other British 
offering and is read and respected across the globe. I know many 

Swiss and Americans who read it avidly.
‘I look forward to my next 25 years with enthusiasm, knowing 

that every journal I receive will teach me something new.  
Thank you, HJ.’

Hong Kong Trade Development Council
‘Congratulations to the Horological Journal on its 160th 

anniversary from the Hong Kong Trade Development Council, 
organisers of the HKTDC Hong Kong Watch & Clock Fair, the 

world’s pre-eminent timepiece event. We look forward to continuing 
to work together in the future, keeping ahead of the times.’

Charles Frodsham & Co
phIlIp whytE hon fBhI, vIcE prEsIDEnt

‘As one of the founders of the BHI and as an early contributor  
to the Journal, Charles Frodsham & Co. would like to 

congratulate the HJ on its 160th anniversary and all that it has 
achieved during those years.’

Smith of Derby
‘We would like to pass on our congratulations to everyone at the 
British Horological Institute, past and present, for their 160th 

anniversary of the Horological Journal. 
‘Here at Smith of Derby, we understand this is a significant 

moment in time; the publication of a monthly technical journal is 
no mean feat. We particularly enjoy the variety of clockmaking 

stories, historical and contemporary, from student achievements, 
clock repair and restoration news and the very useful  

‘hints and tips’ section. 
‘Your passion for craftmanship shines through and we, like you, 
also share this passion. We understand the importance of moving 

with the times and always remembering our small beginnings when 
John Smith I founded our clockmaking business.’

Stephen Forsey FBHI
co-founDEr of grEuBEl forsEy

 ‘Robert Greubel and I would like to sincerely congratulate the 
Horological Journal on the occasion of its 160th anniversary. 

The Horological Journal is proud to be the oldest professional 
publication for horology in the UK and probably in the world.

‘The leading work of the British Horological Institute has 
been vital in seeking to maintain high standards in horology 
through generations. Working tirelessly with its branches, the 
Horological Journal is a mainstay to be at the forefront  
in supporting horologists, not only in the UK but also far  

beyond its borders. 
‘The Institute and the Horological Journal have also traversed 
many challenging times and just like time itself still maintain the 
path to preserve and pass on the traditions and crafts associated 
with horological excellence. The Horological Journal informs 
and introduces horology to the general public, while the Institute 
maintains and builds the museum and library and much more. 
‘We are proud to share with the British Horological Institute 

Paul Roberson FBHI
palacE of wEstMInstEr clocKMaKEr 

‘I would like to congratulate the BHI on the 160th anniversary of 
the Horological Journal. It is one of the publications that keeps 

us horologists connected and well informed.
‘All horological publications are difficult to produce. I only once 
saw two horologists agree with each other and then I realised one 

was talking to a mirror!
‘I remember when I first joined the BHI and how I looked forward 

to receiving the Horological Journal. I still look forward to it 
today. Long may it continue.’
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For most of its 160 years, the Institute had very little 
to do with the Horological Journal. It was produced by a 
publishing company which profited from the advertising. 
By the late 1980s, the decline of the UK horological 
industry meant that this process was no longer viable. The 
HJ was cobbled together by a jobbing editor responsible 
for a number of disparate special interest magazines. In 
1989 the BHI Council decided to change the process and 
looked for someone to do it. At that time, Council was 
a large, rambling and inefficient body including Branch 
Representatives. I, the Sheffield representative, was 
selected, though my experience was limited to having 
published scientific papers in my day job. I became an 
Institute employee and Dennis Harris was appointed to 
hold my hand.

In those days most printing was done, quite literally, 
by ‘cut and paste’. Articles would be mailed to the printer 
and returned as ‘galleys’; column-width strips of text. 
Using the photocopier from my day job, I prepared 
layouts on page templates. The Institute agreed to boost 
my BBC computer to a 64KB memory. I had a dot matrix 
printer and, knowing the number of characters per line 
and the number of lines in a column, I could add material 
to the layout. It came to look like a noticeboard with 
overlapping bits and pieces. 

I travelled to the Sunderland-based printer every 
month by train, via Newcastle. Material that did not 
already exist as galleys would be typed into an IBM 
typesetter, images would be scanned and the precision 
‘cut and paste’ for off-set printing done by an expert. I was 
often asked to shorten a piece by a couple of lines or be 
told that I could add a bit. For my first issue, April 1989, 
this was all very time consuming — I slept overnight on 
a settee in the manager’s office. Sadly, ‘Horological’ was 
prominently misspelt on the contents page. This was my 
first example of ‘error enhancement’ — errors becoming 
visible only when they exist in a few thousand copies!

That issue included articles by some of the great names 
in horology: Philip Woodward and David Bodley-Scott, 
who became regular contributors as well as Anthony 
Randall, Jonathan Betts and Beresford Hutchinson. 
Later I met the superb craftsman Derek Pratt and had a 
long friendship with him. My first interview was with an 
18-year-old Roger Smith. 

Being ‘Editor of the Horological Journal’ generated 
invitations to fairs in Basel, Munich, Vicenza and Geneva, 

teaching me a lot about the industry. Through Grahame 
Brooks Hon FBHI, who represented Audemars Piguet 
in the UK, I started to visit watch factories. Over the 
years I visited most European brands apart from Rolex, 
which remains a closed shop. Through my friendship 
with Derek Pratt, I was able to follow closely Omega’s 
adoption of the Daniels Coaxial Escapement (he had a 
large role in it) and was the first journalist admitted to 
Swatch Group’s escapement production at Nivarox FAR. 
I also visited Glashütte Original and Lange und Söhne 
soon after the reunification of Germany. I usually took 
Jim Arnfield along as my photographer. This was a good 
move as he often had a better understanding of what was 
going in a watch factory than I had.

The last decade of the twentieth century saw the 
mechanical watch transformed, by clever marketing and 
nostalgia for an understandable technology, from an 
obsolete device to a luxury product. When I first visited 
Audemars Piguet it was diversifying into the production 
of medical pumps. Patek had added quartz to its portfolio 
along with light powered mantel clocks and high precision 
quartz clocks for marine navigation. Jaeger-LeCoultre, 
rather neglected by its then owners VDO, still had 
large numbers of cam-operated Tornos lathes that were 
so difficult to set up that there were separate machines 
for each task and vast shelves stacked with press-tools 
for producing f lat components. A few years later, watch 
factories had just a handful of multi-tasking computer-
controlled machines, capable of operating 24/7 with only 
occasional visits from technicians. 

I retired from the University of Sheffield as a Lecturer 
in Biochemistry in January 2002 and my last issue of 
the HJ was June 2006. By then, it had become fully 
computerised. In these later years I was greatly assisted by 
my wife Amyra who is quite an expert in everything to do 
with desktop publishing. This expertise was also applied 
to the books we produced on behalf of the Institute. I 
remain extremely grateful for the life-changing, indeed 
life-enhancing, opportunities and experiences I had as 
Editor. My most lasting memory is of the people met, and 
friendships made.

Rachel has asked me why I think the HJ has run for so 
long. Notwithstanding the Institute’s other activities, the 
HJ remains the major part of its offer to members. It is the 
Institute’s great achievement to have ‘muddled through’ 
and survived. 

MY TIME WITH THE HJ:  
MEMOIRS OF A LONG-SERVING EDITOR

tIMothy trEffry hon fBhI

410 September 2018






